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BOYKIN SPANIELS FOREVER

How  to  Curb  the  Rising  Cost  of  Owning  a  Pet
Spend  Less  on  Accessories,  Purchase  High-QQuality  Food  And  Shop  for  Health  Needs

By Andrea Coombes WALL STREET JOURNAL December 2006

might get a multipet discount on insur-
ance, but regular costs will rise. "There
are not huge economies of scale with multi-
ple pets. When you look at the big-ticket
items -- food, vet care -- those are items
that every animal needs," Ms. Fearing
says.
•  Save for end-of-life care. "End-of-life
issues could run $500 to $1,000," says
Catherine Williams, Chicago-based vice
president of financial literacy at Money
Management International, a Houston
credit-counseling firm. Some insurance 
policies cover euthanasia and cremation
costs.
•  Don't buy the cheapest food. Higher-
quality food helps keep pets healthier, and
you might save on training costs, Ms.
Fearing says, as cheap food with fillers can
lead to hyperactivity. And feed the right
amount, which saves money and makes
obesity-related ailments less likely.
•  Spay or neuter your pet. "Spayed and
neutered pets have fewer health problems
down the road," Ms. Fearing says, point-
ing to prostate and ovarian cancer. Also,
neutered pets "roam significantly less, so
they're not getting hit by cars."

owners save a bit. Dr. Carpenter's practice
charges about $18 for a rabies vaccination.
•  Shop for medications. Call local phar-
macies or look online for lower prices.
Walgreen Co. fills prescriptions for mil-
lions of animals each year, spokeswoman 
Carol Hively says. When comparing
prices, be sure quantity and dosage are the 
same.
•  Look for a vet by comparing fees. Dr.

Carpenter's practice charges $54 for a
routine visit. Nationwide, pet owners aver-
age $211 for dogs and $179 for cats in rou-
tine vet visits each year. But don't sacrifice
quality, and compare the same  service by
finding out what a routine visit covers.
•  For pet supplies, don't assume the pet
superstore, local mom-and-pop retailer or
the online market has the cheapest prices.
For example, a litter box cost about $25
recently at a large Petco store in San
Francisco; a small mom-and-pop store 
nearby charged about $18. But that Petco
sells cat litter in bulk, offering a good deal.
•  Do you really need it? "Forgo the fash-
ion," says Jennifer Fearing, director of
economic research at the Humane Society
of the United States. "Clothes and fancy
bags are a completely unnecessary
expense." While 80% of pet owners report 
buying gifts for their pets, a better gift
might be some play time, she says.
•  Avoid emergency clinics if possible. "At
most emergency veterinary clinics, almost
every procedure and medication and
boarding fee is marked up," Ms. Fearing
says. "If it's an emergency, go. But if it's
between 8 and 5, and your regular veteri-
narian is open, give a call and ask for
advice."
•  Consider pet insurance. Check the poli-
cy's exclusions carefully. Some "plans
cover every routine visit, every vaccina-
tion" -- with premiums of about $25 to $30
a month -- but you don't necessarily need
insurance for costs you know you'll incur,
Ms. Fearing says. Pet insurance policies
aimed at catastrophic events -- they usual-
ly have high deductibles and lower month-
ly premiums of about $10 to $15 -- make
sense for more people, Ms. Fearing says.
Still, consumers with problems managing
their cash flow may want a plan that pays
a portion of routine services.
•  Think twice before adding pets. You

Few pet owners consider the years of
spending ahead when they first pick up
that puppy with the limpid eyes. But costs
add up quickly.

U.S. consumers spent $36.3 billion on
their animals in 2005, up from $17 billion 
in 1994, according to the American Pet
Products Manufacturers Association. That 
jump hasn't been fueled as much by pet
cost inflation as by human shopping 
weakness.

"There's a whole lot of new ways to
spend money that you don't need to," says 
Stephen Zawistowski, executive vice presi-
dent for national programs at the
American Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals in New York.

"All of the basic stuff you need for your
dog or cat, they haven't really changed,"
he says, pointing to good food and veteri-
nary care. But, "all of the other bling
that's come out -- that's for you, it's not for
your dog. Your dog could care less whether
you got a Gucci collar."

Prices aren't stifling Americans' desire to
own pets: U.S. households owning a pet
have risen to 63% from 56% in 1998.
Dogs, cats and other pets now total about
359 million, an APPMA consumer survey
shows.

Here are some ways to 
pare pet costs:

•  Handle some pet needs yourself. For
instance, brush your pet's teeth regularly
to reduce the number of vet dental-clean-
ing visits, which can run about $200. And
ask your veterinarian about trimming
your pet's toenails, Dr. Zawistowski says.
"It's not all that hard to do." Regularly
brushing your pet reduces grooming costs,
and "your cats will have fewer hair balls,"
Dr. Zawistowski says. If your dog is prone
to ear infections, ask your vet how to clean
your dog's ears.
•  Ask your vet whether that annual vacci-
nation is necessary. The American Animal
Hospital Association has changed its guide-
lines, recommending "a number of the
core vaccinations [be done] every three
years," instead of annually, says Thomas
Carpenter, a vet in Costa Mesa, Calif., and
AAHA president-elect. That change was to
prevent over vaccination, and it helps pet

Texas Trace “Alaska’s Dixie”
R. Nelson of Alaska

FEEDING FRENZY



BOYKIN SPANIELS FOREVER

Letters to the Editor...

PAGE 8

the back yard fenced in this week, so hope-
fully they won't chase or run in the swamp
again although they absolutely love it.

We are considering putting in the id chips
since folks at the SPCA or maybe the ani-
mal control officer can't be trusted to even
look at a dog and determine accurately if
the dog is male or female. We had contacted
them regarding a female so they never con-
tacted us about this dog since they thought
it was a male. We should have physically
gone there every day to check and look for
ourselves.

I emailed Boykin Rescue about our miss-
ing dog, but they must never have received
the email although it never came back to us
saying it hadn't arrived. I know now I must
call to make sure something is received.

I thank God for people like the lady in
Beaufort who care enough about Boykins to
make the effort to return ours. It was truly
a miracle.

She is just a wonderful little 1 year old
puppy who needed to be loved. Now,
Bridgett and Scooter just need to adjust to
a little one running around! They will, I'm
sure.
Thanks again, and take care...
Cathy Wilson of Elizabeth City, NC

somehow Boykin Rescue received info that
a possible Boykin might be at that shelter.
The shelter took photos of Bridgett and
emailed them to Boykin Rescue who then
notified a lady in Beaufort that a possible
Boykin was available for adoption in
Chowan County. The lady in Beaufort lost
her 16 year old Boykin last fall, and was
looking for another to adopt. She called the
shelter, and was told that the dog there was
scheduled to be put down that day. The
lady was able to talk them into keeping her
alive until she got there on Monday morn-
ing. They agreed, and Bridgett was picked
up by the lady and taken to Fayetteville
where the lady has a second home. She was
checked out by a vet and found to be cov-
ered in ticks and now has Lyme Disease.

The lady took Bridgett to her home in
Beaufort, and knew by the tenderness and
sweetness and good behavior of Bridgett
that she was a pet, and not just a stray dog.
She made the effort to go online and look
for a newspaper close to the location of the
shelter that had her. She found The Daily
Advance, clicked on its online classified sec-
tion, and saw our ad for our missing
Boykin. She called us and we went to pick
up our Bridgett!

Miracles do happen!!! We really thought
she had died, and never imagined that we
would ever see her again...

This has taught us several lessons:
Bridgett apparently is losing her hearing,
and never heard us calling for her when we
walked the swamp, took the boat down the
creek, or rode the roads. She lost her collar
and tags in the underbrush. We're having

A miracle has happened!
On April 10th, Bridgett and Scooter ran

to play in the wetlands behind our house,
and only Scooter came back. We walked the
swamp, rode the roads, posted flyers every-
where, notified surrounding SPCAs and
vets, put ad in paper, and finally posted ad
on Boykinrescue. We never found Bridget,
but was pretty much sure she must have
died in the swamp from a snake bite, or
something like that. We were heartbroken
and started taking steps to find another dog
or dogs to replace her for my husband.

Saturday, we drove to north Myrtle
Beach to buy a one year old female puppy
whose owner didn't want her any more. We
bought little Mollie, and feel as though we
rescued her as well since her owner never
bonded with her and kept her outside in a
pen with grass about 6 inches high..no
cover, just a plastic dog kennel.

We drove to Wrightville Beach and spent
the night, and while we were out to dinner,
Berle received a call on his cell phone from
a lady in Beaufort, NC who thought she had
found our missing Boykin Spaniel. We
drove to Beaufort Sunday morning, and
there was Bridgett, sick but alive and ok.
We have never been as happy!

Bridgett apparently swam across the nar-
row river that runs behind the swamp, and
ended up in an adjacent county. She was
picked up by the animal control officer for
that county and placed in a tri-county ani-
mal shelter located in yet another county.
She was mistakenly classified as a MALE
dog in the shelter run by the SPCA, and
was scheduled to be put to sleep when

“My mom got me these chocolate truffles
for me for Christmas because she thought
they looked like Boykins. I think they do,

too. I'm a personal chef, so believe me
when I say, they are also very good quality

chocolate.  I believe they came  from
Williams-Sonoma online catalog.“

Courtesy of Reid Smith of Charlotte, NC
Sign also from Charlotte, NC

Check out some Cool Boykin Things

Our Vote for South
Carolina’s new license

plate tag contest!!!
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